Name: ______________________________________                          September 4, 2018

Dear Students,

Welcome back to school, and welcome to English 7!  I am looking forward to a wonderful year, during which I will get to know each of you.  I am sure that I will learn just as much from you as I hope you will learn during our time together.  But first, there are several things we need to review to ensure we get off to a smooth start.

My Expectations:

1. Respect.  Undoubtedly the most important of my expectations, respect is not optional in our classroom.  It is my goal to establish an environment in which every student feels comfortable expressing his/her thoughts; therefore, disrespectful words or actions toward classmates, teachers, and classroom materials will be taken very seriously.

2. This is not my class.  This is our class.  I expect you to treat it as such.  This class is about you, and it is my hope that you will learn a great deal about yourselves, as well as your classmates, throughout the year.  Bearing this in mind, it will not be enough to simply show up to class each day.  You will need to come to class ready to read, write, listen, think, and share your thoughts and ideas with the class every single day.  Remember that you must invest something into our class in order to get something out of it.

3. Assignments are to be completed and handed in on time.  Should you experience difficulty with a particular task, I expect that you will come talk to me about it as soon as possible.  It is often difficult to address a problem the day before an assignment is due.  My door is always open for you.  Take advantage of that.

4. You must come to class prepared with all necessary materials each and every day (pens, pencils, notebook, Post-its, etc.).  Trips to lockers waste too much valuable class time and will result in late penalties.

5. Ask lots of questions, take risks, and learn from your mistakes.  Don’t ever feel that any question is not worth asking.  Chances are that several of your classmates have the same question in mind, so you’ll be helping them out as well.  Also, remember that we all make mistakes, even me.  We’re human; we’re supposed to.  What is important is that we do not feel ashamed or embarrassed by these mistakes.  Learn from them and move on.   

6. Finally, I expect that you will work hard.  All the time.  Keep in mind that no true learning can take place without struggle, and the skills we will work on cannot be developed overnight.   Success is certainly within reach, but you are going to need to work hard for it.
Homework: 

Assignments will be posted on the board and should be copied into your agenda before class begins.  In most cases, homework is preparation for the following day’s work; therefore, late or incomplete homework will receive no credit.  

Extra Help:

Help class is available to all students every Monday in Room 210, immediately following Period 11.  

Grading:

Your grades in English will be based on the following:


•
Homework


•
Tests and quizzes


•
Process writing assignments and projects


•
Classwork, participation, and effort

      Absences:

Please note that it is your responsibility to complete any work missed due to absences.  Homework and upcoming assignments can be found on our class website:     English7Blue.weebly.com

Plagiarism:

There is a zero tolerance policy when it comes to plagiarism.  Incidents of plagiarism and academic dishonesty of any sort will result in a zero on the assignment and communication with a parent or guardian.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your upcoming year in English 7, please do not hesitate to bring them to my attention.  Please review this letter tonight with a parent or guardian and sign in the appropriate spaces below.  This will be collected in class tomorrow.

I wish you the best of luck in seventh grade and look forward to working with you.

                                                                                                  Sincerely,

                                                                                                  Mr. Meehan

I have read through and agree to the expectations for seventh grade English.  I will direct any questions or concerns to Mr. Meehan as soon as possible.

Student’s signature                                                                     Parent/guardian’s signature

__________________________                                      ___________________________      

